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Introduction to World Explorers
Gold, God and Glory

All world explorers were motivated by three reasons: gold, God and glory.

For each statement, write whether the explorer is motivated by gold, God or glory.

Gold
Explorers could become 

incredibly rich.

God
Explorers sought to spread their 

religion around the world. 

Glory
Explorers could become 

very famous.

Hi, I want to spread the word 
of the Lord. The more people I 
convert, the better my chance 
of going to heaven.

Hello friend, I intend to found a 
new colony for my homeland. 
This will surely bring great 
honour and prestige to the king, 
queen and my people.

Hello there, I will become a 
celebrity when I return to 
Spain. Wherever I go, people 
will know my name; they will 
love me!

Good day! I have great debts 
at home. When my journey is 
successful, I shall be able to pay 
my bills and build a beautiful 
house for my wife and children.

Hi, I plan to discover new 
lands for the King. When I 
return, he will reward me 
with gold and land beyond 
imagination.

Hi, I plan to find a new trade 
route to Asia. When I return I 
will be so famous, all the girls 
will find me irresistible!

Hello, the natives in the New 
World believe in false gods. 
They must be taught about the 
one true god and brought into 
the light.

Good morning, I am setting out 
on this journey for one reason 
only: the glory of God. I must 
save the souls of as many people 
as possible. It is my solemn duty.
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