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Sl MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM ISSUE 2 2026/27

Dear St Bartholomew's community,
We've had a very busy and exciting couple of weeks in school!

This half term, we launched our new theme, “Space”, and the children were
thrilled to discover that something very unusual had happened in the Oak
classroom. When they arrived, they found evidence of a mysterious crash
landing! The classroom was filled with clues, sparking lots of curiosity, discussion
and imaginative thinking as the children tried to work out what had landed and
where it had come from. This exciting start has generated lots of enthusiasm for
our learning as we begin to explore planets, stars, astronauts and the wider
universe.

The whole school also enjoyed a fantastic trip to Longnor Races, where the
children learned about the history of this much-loved local tradition. It was a
wonderful opportunity to connect our learning with the local community and
heritage, and the children represented the school brilliantly throughout the visit.

We have also been delighted to receive the news that our school was awarded
third place in the Manifold Valley Agricultural Society's Environmental
Competition, which we entered during the summer term. The children worked
incredibly hard on the project, and we are very proud that their efforts and
commitment to caring for the environment have been recognised.

Alongside these exciting events, the children have continued to work hard across
all areas of learning and have settled well into the new term. We are looking
forward to sharing more of our Space adventures with you over the coming
weeks.

Finally, on Monday 28" September, we are inviting parents in to “see the school”
and have a brew. This will be a joint invite where Hollinsclough Academy parents

will be invited too - we would love for you to pop in to support us.

Thank you for your continued support.

Team Barty

ATTENDANCE

For 2 weeks ending 18/09/2026
National Target: 95%

School Attendance: 94.24%




NOTICES

Nursery and Reception Library Books
Nursery and Reception children choose a book from our library every

Thursday. Please can these be returned the following Thursday.

Reception Reading Books

Children in reception will bring home a reading book each Thursday. Please
can these be returned the following Thursday. These are different from the
library books!

Harvest Festival

Our Harvest Service will take place on Friday September 25™ at 2pm in St
Bartholomew's Church. Parents are invited and encouraged to join us for the
service.

Christmas Trip
We are excited fo share that we have booked our Christmas Performance

Trip. In a break from the norm, we are not going to see the Panto at Buxton
Opera House, we are going to see The Snowman (with live orchestral) More
info will be sent closer to the time.

Water Bottles
Please can families send children in with a water bottle every day.

MENU
Our menu has has an update! Please scroll down to see the changes.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

These are the dates that we have planned in at the moment - please keep an eye
out each week for new dates and any changes. Items in bold have been added
since the last news letter.

25" September - Harvest Festival @ St Bartholomew’s Church 2pm

1*" October - School Census - look out for our special menu!

6™ October - Derby Faith Trip - whole school (packed lunch needed)
20th October - Parents Evening

26th October to 30™ October - Half term

27" November - Christmas Fair & Longnor Lights Switch On

2"! December - Christmas Trip (The Snowman)
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SAFEGUARDING

This topic is focused on Toxic Gaming

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the cenfidence and practical skills to be able to have infermed and
age-appropriate conversations with children about online sofety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

TOXIC GAMING

Gaming should be a way for children to have safe fun with their friends. But anonymity and a

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

lack of consequences can mean that corners of online multiplayer gaming are riddled with
toxicity that makes them unpleasant at best, and damaging to children at worst.

A 2019 study found 74% of players had experienced harassment in online games,
and such behaviour has become increasingly normalised.

N

GAMING WITHOUT
THE FUN

Toxic gaming takes many forms. In live,
multiplayer games, players can be targeted by
strangers bullying them over voice and text, or
deliberately sabotaging their game. It can also
be present in spaces outside of the game such
as Discord and Reddit, with players gatekeeping
their community and making it deliberately
ingtor In
circumstances, it can lead to physical threats,
stalking and doxing.

WIDESPREAD TOXICITY ¢

The Anti-Defamation League’s 2019 study V&'
numbers are stark. At that point, 74% of players
had experienced some form of abuse, with 65%
receiving physical threats, stalking or sustained
harassment. Nearly o third of players surveyed
found themselves doxed while playing online,

intimidate or silence.

BIGOTED TRASH TALK

&$%o

Such toxic tactics are especially prevalent S#é
against girls, LGBTQ+ players and players from
mlnuﬂty ethnic backgrounds. In all, 53% of '

P d being dbased on
their race, religion, gender, sexual orientation or
disability. Another survey revealed that 88% of
openly LGETQ+ players have been harassed by
their communities, while over half of women
report using a g ormale ¥
while playing to aveid harassment.

EXTREMIST IDEOLOGIES

Extremist groups have been known to target
gaming communities and streaming platforms
as away of spreading propaganda and
recruiting young players to their cause. Even in
2019, the ADL's research found that 23% of
players had been exposed to white supremacist
ideclogy, with a further 8% exposed to positive
views about Islamic State. Disinformation is alsa
a problem, with 13% hearing conspiracy theories
about B,I'I'I and 9% exposed to Holocaust denial.

- - ]

A SAFE SPACE MADE ~
UNSAFE

This toxic environment can lead to the

same feelings of fear, isolation and depression
that offline bullying can. Children exposed to
toxic gaming can become withdrawn, anxious
orirritable. They can struggle with sleep and
find it difficult to focus on schoolwork and other
pursuits, even after the game has been
switched off and they're no longer playing.

L. e,

COPYING HARMFUL - =
BEHAVIOUR

At the other end of the spectrum, children can
mimic the toxic behaviour and language they've
seen online in offline settings. If bullying or
bigoted chat is normalised as a legitimate part
of enline gaming, children may end up
emulating it offline with classmates, seeing it as
harmless banter. Thls could make other
children’s lives rable or leave them feeling
isclated at school.

Advice for Parents & Educators <

PLAY WITH FRIENDS &8

sl
While some games rely on playing with strangers to make up the numbers, there are
plenty of titles that can be played on a private server with vetted, trusted friends,
sidestepping the toxic elements of the wider gaming community. If a child
encounters toxic behaviour in others while playing larger games, encourage them to
block and report the players responsible.

USE THE GAME’S TOOLS

Many online gomes provide ways to limit interaction with strangers, either
through the global settings on PlayStation or Xbox, or within the game itself.
Look at the options, and make it so children can only communicate with their
friends. If you can't see this level of control, you can consider disabling chat
completely and, where age-approp usinga p service for
communication with friends.

Meet Qur Expert -

including Wired, TechRadar, The Telegraph, The Evening Standard, The
Guardian and The New Statesman

Alan Martin is a technology journalist who has written for publications =|'

ference listionlounwebsite

X @wake_up_weds

n /wuw.thenationalcollege

TALK TO CHILDREN

Most importantly, if children are gaming online or want to start, talk to them about
the risks and how to deal with toxic behaviour. Explain the kinds of behaviour they
may encounter, encourage them to report and block, and let them know they can talk
to you about any concerns. Where appropriate, you may even want to play alongside
them to get a feel for the community yourself.

N TEEESS——— @0 ,
FIND THE RIGHT COMMUNITY y o 2N

If your child is at an age where social mediais i friendly com: s exist.
There are enline groups for LGBTQ+ players, players from minerity backgrounds and
girls, where they can chat and find people to play with in more welcoming
environments. Not everyone is who they claim to be online, so be sure to discuss the
risks of online fr ps, and in an open with chil to ensure
their engeing safety.

keUp  puse
dnesdag College

(©) @wake.up.wednesday o' @wakeup.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.09.2026




SAFEGUARDING

This topic is focused on Character Al

At The College, our Wakel y guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and
age-appropriate conversations with children about online safety, mental health and welibeing, and climate change. For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What{ParentsitiEducators]Need|tolknowlabout;
CHARACITERA

Character.Al is an entertainment platform where users create and chat with Al-powered characters.
£ These chatbots can act like existing favourite characters from movies or books, or like friends,
] WHAT ARE mentors, or even romantic partners, responding in an al, p engaging way. Although
3 TH E RISKS" this can encourage creativity, it can also make a generated conversation feel like a genuine
: relationship, which is concerning if it takes the place of human relationships. :
pOSe casim v wf

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT : EMOTIONAL DEPENDENCY y

/]

’

Alreplies are generated in real time rather than Ch Al [
chosen from a fully checked script. Even with safety attentive, supportive, and affectionate, which is
filters on, conversations can still move into sexual, one of the hallmarks of the generative Al models that
violent, discriminatory, or self-harm material. These such companions are built on. A young person may
Al characters are often made by users, so a familiar startturningtoa chatbot they
name or child-friendly description does not v feel lonely or upset and believe that it understands
that every resp from th f “ them better than the humans in their life. This can
will be suitable larelycung person, ) b mo when starts to 7
- replace sleep, hobbies and

> _
BLURRED BOUNDARIES N . n @ iai iieens

Characters on Character. Al can use the language of
friendship, love, and empathy without ever feeling v Character.Al chats may feel private, especially
y ig. young pecpl y struggle to . A when a bot sounds personal and caring, but they
P this simulation from genui b take place on a company’s online systems. Users

play or . ~% could intentionally or unintentionally reveal their
that demands attention, loyalty, or secrecy could also name, school, location, routines, images, or
risk distorting young pecple‘scxpoctuticns around ~ Intimate concerns. Character.Al says some data
may be to its sel and Al
invelved in healthy I\uman laluliwlshipa models, so young poupln shnubd naever treat a
= : - chatbot like a confidential diary.
UNRELIABLE ADVICE % | ey
UNHEALTHY ENGAGEMENT

Characters, like other chatbot pluﬂwrms, are at 1

risk of i ing facts or giving inapp iate advice Be aware of warning signs such as secret accounts,
while i bypassing age restrictions, hiding phone use from
may also echo a young pmnn’nmaumptiuns instead adults, chatting late at night, distress when access to
of questioning them. This can become particularly the 1 or stops, wit from
risky when users rely on a character for guidance other pecple, falling nlmn in school, or believing
about health, mental wellbeing, relationships, meney, 5 the is y also
or personal safety instead of checking with a credible signal that the young persen is already Iomry.
source of trusted adult. anxious, orsael:ing help.

n (D
AdVIC‘e for Parents & Educators Q

. T s
KEEP CONVERSATIONS OPEN PAUSE, CHECK AND ASK

Ask what the young person enjoys about Character.Al and invite them to Py Teach young people to pause before
show you how the f their work. Useful L on Character.Al. Encourage them te check important claims against a
questions include, "Has it ever said something that felt wrong?” and @‘ '/ trustworthy source and qskusufe adult when the issue matters. Never use a

o —

from

“How can you tell it doesn't have feelings?” Avoid shaming them for as the solk mental health, legal, financial, or
using platforms like Character.Al or making them feel there is safeguarding advice. R-mtnd ﬂlum not to share passwords, contact details,

something wr:otm with them for doing so. 2 - %J l el | school information, live locations, or private Im.agon o
CHECK AGE, SETTINGS & LIMITS ‘ _ NOTICE AND RESPOND

" Character.Al's minimum age is 16 in the UK, but open-ended companion chat is \ - Take actien if ehats invel al content, threats, fon, abuse, self-harm
restricted to adults aged 18 or over. Users aged 16 to 17 receive a different Z or uungcr.sav-rsmontaviaamo, report the character ond follow the setting's
experience built around guided ‘Stories’ and other creative or social features. g p sl\auld involve the designated safeguarding
Check their current settings, never help or encourage a young person to give a lead. If anyene s in ntact . Childline is
talse age, and apply the same safety rules to other chatbot apps. available on 0800 111 and the NSPOG Hllpﬁn. on OMB lao 5000.

i A

Meet Qur Expert

Darren Caxon is an educator with almost 30 years’ experience across teaching, t .
school leadership, and 1ce. He works Ily, supporting schools ; thloncﬂ
and colleges with Al leadership and governance, as well as teaching the key - College’
fundamentals of Al use and safety to educators at The National College. A" B

L o e s L
See full reference list on our wnbsutc :
e IR T L T

X @wake_up_weds n [wuw.thenationalcollege @ @wake.up.wednesday o' @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 09.08.2026
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WEEK ONE | | WEEK TWO | R —

Faijita Pizza with Purple Slaw(v) Margherita Pizza with Jacket Wedges (v) | Superhero Pizza with Paprika & Garlic Potatoes(v

r Jacket Potato with choice of filling Jacket Potato with choice of filing rJacket Potato with choice of filling
Veg of the Day veg of the Day B Veg of the Day
Banoffee Mousse (V) I/{‘?Q,\, Cinnamon Swirl (Ve) ﬂ;l""ﬂ-’, . Cinnamon Apple Whirl (Ve) l,(f?rf\,\

XY \ &/ &/

Penne with Beef Bolognese Sausage and Mash Homestyle Sausage Roll with Mash & Gravy
{or Quorn Mince (v)) (or Vegagie Sausage (v]] {or Veggie Sausage (v))
r Homemade Hero Pasta r Homemade Hero Pasta Homemade Hero Pasta
Veg of the Day Veg of the Day Veg of the Day
Vanilla Shortbread (Ve) Pinwheel Biscuits (Ve) Chacolate Snap (Ve)

| MONDAY

UEsAY |

1

n|

Clossic Toad in the Hole with Roasties & Gravy | paast Chicken with Stuffing, Roasties & Gravy . . , . .
{or Veggie Sausage (v} Beef Mince with Yorkshire with Roasties

Jacket Potato with choice of fillin ;
Jacket Potato with choice of filling Voo of the Do 9 for Quorn Mince |'_va B
Veg of the Day Fll-u o Ek{'v (;& Jacket Potato with choice of filing
= . apjac e Veg of the Day
Apple Flapjack (Ve ¢ Y
F Pl el Soft Baked Cookies (V)

BBQ Chicken Melt with Sunshine Rice Texas Beef Chilli Burrito with Crunchy Slaw Classic Mac & Cheese (V)
Homemade Hero Pasta for Quorn Mince (v]) r Homemade Hero Pasta
Veq of the Day Homermade Hero Pasta Veg of the Day
Rich Pear & Chocolate Sponge (V) Veg of the Day Topsy-Turvy Pineapple Cake (V)
Golden Apple Cake (V)

Crispy Battered Fish with Chips Chicken Nuggets with Chips Fish Fingers with Chips
[or Veggie Fingers [v]] {or Quormn Nuggets [v)) lor Veggie Fingers [v]]
Jacket Potato with choice of filing Jacket Potato with choice of filing Jacket F_'omfolw:fh choice of filing
Veg of the Day Veg of the Day vog of the Day
Fruity Jelly (Ve) Fruity Jelly (Ve) Fruity Jelly (Ve)

V - Vegetarian Ve - VegdB# More Sustainable

[ TRSDAT |- wionesD

| ot |

L

—

31/8/26, 2179426, 12010426, 2/11/26, 23/11/26, FI9I26, 28/9726, 19710426, 9/11/26, 30/11/26, 1419726, 5/10/26, 26/10/26, 16/11726, 7/12[26,
_14/12/26, 4/1/27, 25/1/27 2141226 1101727, 1/2/27 28/12/26 1871027, 8/2/2T

-

Sandwiches (including V/Ve options) are also available daily along with freshly baked bread (Vel.
salad, fresh fruit, jellylvVe) and drinking water.

The children have spoken!

We have updated the main meal choice for week 2, Tuesday as the children were not fans
of the creamy herby chicken pasta. Instead, they will be served sausage and mash!

Census Day

The autumn census will take place on Thursday 1 October and there will be
special menu on this day. Please look out for a special menu!

Please encourage your children to have a school dinner on this day as the

number of school meals for pupils on this day directly impacts our funding.




A% Staffordshire
County Council

Parent Awareness Sessions — Autumn

2026

Date Time |Session Location/Platform
Thursday [9:30 — Understanding TEAMS—email:
22.10.26 11:00 |Autism autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk
11:00 -Raising Self-esteem to book your place
12:30
1:30- Emotional Regulation
3:00
Tuesday  [09:30 — Autism and Masking Stafford Children’s
03.11.26 11:00 Centre
Tuesday [1:00- |Reducing Barriesto |Stafford Children’s
03.11.26 2:30 Education Centre
\ednesday |10- Autism in the Early TEAMS - email:
- 12:30 |Years autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk
to book your place
Tuesday  |10:00-Gjrls and Autism Stafford Children’s
01.12.26 11:30 Centre
Thursday |10- Autism and Eating TEAMS — email:
03.12.26 11:30 autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk

to book your place

The Autism Inclusion Team is dedicated to driving cultural change that empowers educational

tings and families to effectively support the teaching, learning and well-being of autistic
students.


mailto:autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk
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	MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM
	Dear St Bartholomew’s community,
	We’ve had a very busy and exciting couple of weeks in school!
	This half term, we launched our new theme, “Space”, and the children were thrilled to discover that something very unusual had happened in the Oak classroom. When they arrived, they found evidence of a mysterious crash landing! The classroom was filled with clues, sparking lots of curiosity, discussion and imaginative thinking as the children tried to work out what had landed and where it had come from. This exciting start has generated lots of enthusiasm for our learning as we begin to explore planets, stars, astronauts and the wider universe.
	The whole school also enjoyed a fantastic trip to Longnor Races, where the children learned about the history of this much-loved local tradition. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect our learning with the local community and heritage, and the children represented the school brilliantly throughout the visit.
	We have also been delighted to receive the news that our school was awarded third place in the Manifold Valley Agricultural Society's Environmental Competition, which we entered during the summer term. The children worked incredibly hard on the project, and we are very proud that their efforts and commitment to caring for the environment have been recognised.
	Alongside these exciting events, the children have continued to work hard across all areas of learning and have settled well into the new term. We are looking forward to sharing more of our Space adventures with you over the coming weeks.
	Finally, on Monday 28th September, we are inviting parents in to “see the school” and have a brew. This will be a joint invite where Hollinsclough Academy parents will be invited too - we would love for you to pop in to support us.
	Thank you for your continued support.
	Team Barty

	ATTENDANCE
	National Target: 95%
	School Attendance: 94.24%


	NOTICES
	Nursery and Reception Library Books
	Nursery and Reception children choose a book from our library every Thursday. Please can these be returned the following Thursday.

	Reception Reading Books
	Children in reception will bring home a reading book each Thursday. Please can these be returned the following Thursday. These are different from the library books!

	Harvest Festival
	Our Harvest Service will take place on Friday September 25th at 2pm in St Bartholomew’s Church. Parents are invited and encouraged to join us for the service.

	Christmas Trip
	We are excited to share that we have booked our Christmas Performance Trip. In a break from the norm, we are not going to see the Panto at Buxton Opera House, we are going to see The Snowman (with live orchestra!) More info will be sent closer to the time.

	Water Bottles
	Please can families send children in with a water bottle every day.

	MENU
	Our menu has has an update! Please scroll down to see the changes.


	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	25th September - Harvest Festival @ St Bartholomew’s Church 2pm
	1st October - School Census - look out for our special menu!
	6th October - Derby Faith Trip - whole school (packed lunch needed)
	20th October - Parents Evening
	26th October to 30th October - Half term
	27th November - Christmas Fair & Longnor Lights Switch On
	2nd December - Christmas Trip (The Snowman)

	SAFEGUARDING
	This topic is focused on Toxic Gaming

	SAFEGUARDING
	This topic is focused on Character AI
	MENU

	The children have spoken!
	Census Day
	Parent Awareness Sessions – Autumn 2026
	The Autism InclusionTeam is delightedto offer free, supportive sessions for parents and carers of children with an autism diagnosis who attend a Staffordshire school, including children and young people who have not yet been referred to our service.
	Date
	Thursday 22.10.26
	Tuesday 03.11.26
	Tuesday 03.11.26
	Wednesday
	18.11.26

	Time
	Session
	Location/Platform
	9:30 – Understanding
	TEAMS–email:
	autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk to book your place
	11:00
	Autism
	11:00 -Raising Self-esteem
	12:30
	1:30-
	3:00
	09:30 – Autism and Masking Stafford Children’s
	Emotional Regulation
	11:00
	1:00- 2:30
	Centre
	Stafford Children’s
	Centre
	Reducing Barries to
	Education
	10- 12:30
	Autism in the Early Years
	TEAMS - email:
	autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk to book your place
	Tuesday 01.12.26
	Thursday 03.12.26
	10:00-Girls and Autism 11:30
	10- 11:30
	Autism and Eating
	Stafford Children’s Centre
	TEAMS – email:
	autism.training@staffordshire.gov.uk to book your place



